
Percutaneous Transluminal Coronary Angioplasty (PTCA) in Texas, 2007

State of Texas 1,508,120 46,573 3.09

Abilene 23,300 1,555 6.67

Amarillo 28,564 1,783 6.24

Austin 77,156 2,666 3.46

Beaumont 36,828 1,247 3.39

Bryan 15,411 493 3.20

Corpus Christi 41,451 877 2.12

Dallas 271,301 7,251 2.67

East Texas 2,802 0 0.00

El Paso 42,205 967 2.29

Fort Worth 120,037 3,835 3.19

Harlingen 31,940 590 1.85

Houston 374,793 10,761 2.87

Longview 16,903 497 2.94

Lubbock 43,223 2,308 5.34

McAllen 38,901 1,275 3.28

Odessa 19,355 673 3.48

San Angelo 13,793 588 4.26

San Antonio 158,074 4,866 3.08

Temple 26,499 844 3.19

Texarkana 19,992 521 2.61

Tyler 51,273 1,343 2.62

Victoria 14,604 428 2.93

Waco 20,573 786 3.82

Wichita Falls 15,575 416 2.67

Source: Texas Hospital Inpatient Discharge Data, 2007. Texas Department of State Health Services, Center for Health Statistics, Austin, Texas. 2009.

Percutaneous transluminal coronary angioplasty (PTCA) is performed on patients with coronary artery disease by threading a slender balloon-tipped tube 

to a trouble spot in an artery of the heart. The balloon is then inflated so that blood can flow more easily. Often an expandable metal stent, a wire mesh 

tube, is inserted to prop open arteries after PTCA. PTCA is a potentially overused procedure, and rates vary widely and systematically between areas. 

Patient and physician preferences may play a role in this variation. PTCA may be more appropriate in areas with an older population or with higher rates of 

smoking or other risk factors for cardiovascular disease. 
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